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A 

Abdurrahman Ajeigbe 
Chief of Schools 
Current University: Georgetown University 

Favorite Things: Outside of school, I enjoy reading, playing basketball at my school 

gym, and going to the Smithsonian. 

Favorite Subject: English   

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am really excited to meet other   

associates from different parts of the country and learn about their experiences with education. 

 

Abigail Rothstein 
Teaching and Learning 
Current University: Brandeis University 

Favorite Things: I love to hike, read, take photographs, swim, and play with 

cute dogs. 

Favorite Subject: English 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am tremendously pleased to engage in 

an environment that doesn't just talk about change, but fully implements innovative reform to transform 

the face of education. 

 

Alex Hylka 
Teaching and Learning 
Current University: University of Iowa 

Favorite Things: I play the guitar, watch live music, and explore historical sites/ 

travel. 

Favorite Subject: History 

Program: The Washington Center 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? What is most exciting is being able to see 

the effects of educational policy at a localized level. 
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Allison Longo 
Human Capital 
Current University: Union College 

Favorite Things: Varsity Cross Country/Track, Delta Delta Delta Sorority, Hamilton 

Hill Arts Center Afterschool program, filmmaking. 

Favorite Subject: History 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? Learning more about the educational 

process outside my home of Philadelphia. 

 

Ana Gutierrez 
Data and Strategy 
Current University: George Washington University 

Favorite Things: I enjoy traveling, attending festivals, movies, restaurants, reading, 

and spending time with my family and friends. 

Favorite Subject: Social Sciences 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am excited to be working in central 

office, meet the people, and be a part of the team that makes education better for the students of DCPS. 

 

Andrew Blickle 
Chief of Schools 
Current University: American University 

Favorite Things: I love playing all sports, and I played three sports in high school 

(soccer, basketball, and baseball). I am also passionate about community service, 

and have served in my hometown of Reading, PA, for 8 years now. I am also passionate about hip-hop, 

and support many friends involved in the art. 

Favorite Subject: Social Studies 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am excited to introduce a great service 

learning program to DCPS that will give DCPS students advantages and opportunities to benefit 

themselves and their communities while working towards graduation AND having fun in the process. 
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Anjuli Chatrath 
Deputy Chancellor for Operations 
Current University: Purdue University 

Favorite Things: I enjoy volunteering, social sciences, and dance. 

Favorite Subject: Mathematics 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am most excited to learn about how 

education policies affect school districts and the community; and how to effectively implement policy. 

 

 

 

Ariane Schaffer 
Human Capital for OGC 
Current University: American University 

Favorite Things: I enjoy hiking and watching films. 

Favorite Subject: Anthropology 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am excited to be a UELIP this summer to 

learn from and work closely with education influencers in the nation's capital. 

 

 

 

Ashley Clark 
Deputy Chancellor for Operations 
Current University: American University 

Favorite Things: I really love doing art projects, like painting and drawing or 

organizing my apartment while watching Netflix. I also love walking around 

DC and finding new places to eat. 

Favorite Subject: Mathematics 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I can't wait to get back to the office! I miss 

UELIP and I look forward to being on the social media committee again.  
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B 

Briona Butler 
Teaching and Learning 
Current University: Grinnell College 

Favorite Things: I like to read, write, watch live shows, soak up the sun, and enjoy 

family and friends. 

Favorite Subject: History 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? Working with and learning from people 

dedicated to positive outcomes for DCPS youth! 

 

 

Brittany Scott 
Teaching and Learning 
Current University: Howard University 

Favorite Things: I enjoy exploring DC and taking advantage of the many events 

and museums it has to offer. I also enjoy going to the movies and catching up on 

my Netflix in my spare time. 

Favorite Subject: Mathematics 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? The opportunity to gain firsthand 

experience from our nation's school district excites me most about the program. 

 

C 

Cassandra Thill 
Specialized instruction 
Current University: Illinois State University 

Favorite Things: I absolutely love volunteering with children and anything that 

supports a great cause! I also love playing sports especially volleyball, basketball, 

and soccer and staying active outside. Traveling is a huge hobby of mine and I love going on different 

adventures with my friends and family. 

Favorite Subject: Spanish 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am excited to be exposed to the 

administrative side of education as I believe it will be an eye-opening and rewarding experience. 
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Cheyenne Coote 
Specialized Instruction 
Current University: University of Wisconsin 

Favorite Things: I love reading, especially books related to Black women in 

America, Black feminism, womanism, etc. I also like spending time with family and 

friends. I am not in DC a lot since I go to school so far away so I always value the opportunities in the 

summer I have to go back and catch up with high school friends and relatives. 

Favorite Subject: Chemistry 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? Over the past two years, I have developed 

such a strong passion for educational policy and reform and how it relates to social/racial justice and 

strongly believe that my experience with UELIP this summer will affirm that. 

 

 

Claire Dempsey 
Teaching and Learning 
Current University: University of Pittsburg 

Favorite Things: I like to bake, cook, anything involving food! 

Favorite Subject: Foreign Languages 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? Aside from meeting truly diverse and 

compassionate individuals, I am both eager to gain a different perspective on the public school system I 

went through and to also see how it is affected by policy and also how it is able to impact its teachers 

and students. 

 

 

 

Clara Macneil 
Specialized Instruction 
Current University: Indiana University 

Favorite Things: Traveling, training for a half marathon, fostering kittens. 

Favorite Subject: Humanities 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am really excited to gain a deeper 

understanding of education policy. 
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Cyrus Deloye 
Data and Strategy 
Current University: Carleton College 

Favorite Things: Play guitar and watch live music. 

Favorite Subject: Chemistry 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am excited to meet the other UELIPs and 

collaborate with them on projects that will significantly improve the education of all DC public school 

students. 

 

 

D 

Daniela Salinas 
Specialized Instruction 
Current University: Florida International University. 

Favorite Things: I read romantic novels and biographies, horse-back-ride, Jiu-jitsu 

(self-defense), and music. 

Favorite Subject: Algebra 

Program: The Washington Center 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? This summer I am excited to belong to the 

UELIP team because I will have the opportunity to collaborate in projects that will benefit children's 

future, while I receive invaluable hands-on experience that will enrich my abilities. 

 

 

Danielle Price 
Data and Strategy 
Current University: Florida State University 

Favorite Things: I like to sing, dance, read, write poetry, travel, cook, and explore the 

outdoors. 

Favorite Subject: English 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am most excited to meet new people and 

work together to create effective change in DCPS. 
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Darby Thompson 
Human Capital 
Current University: Boston College 

Favorite Things: In my free time, I like run, bake, speak Spanish, dance, eat, sing 

Taylor Swift songs, explore, read poetry and spend time with my family. 

Favorite Subject: History 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I cannot wait to be a part of a community 

of people dedicated to the fight to transform public education in America. 

 

 

Dashiell Young-Saver 
Data and Strategy 
Current University: Harvard College 

Favorite Things: I enjoy writing creative non-fiction and playing the banjo. 

Favorite Subject: History 

Program: Harvard Institute of Politics Director's Intern 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I'm most excited about getting to see how 

district policies translate into concrete results, along with the challenges and hopeful promises 

associated with the application of policies. 

 

 

Destiny Parker 
Specialized Instruction 
Current University: George Mason University 

Favorite Things: I enjoy singing at different performances, dancing, reading, 

vacationing, running/exercising, spending time with my loved ones and thrifting. 

Favorite Subject: Mathematics 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am most excited about the many people 

that I will meet through the internship, and I am also excited because this is my first internship. 
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E 

Elena Buchsbaum 
Chief of Schools 
Current University: Brown University 

Favorite Things: I've been a competitive horseback rider for 10 years and am 

captain of Brown's Varsity Equestrian Team. I love photography, especially when 

combined with traveling! 

Favorite Subject: Art 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I can't wait to work and help make a 

difference in a school district dedicated to serving some of the country's most deserving students. 

 

 

Elizabeth Miller 
Teaching and Learning 
Current University: Bates College 

Favorite Things: I enjoy running, music, a capella, traveling, and movies. 

Favorite Subject: History 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am excited to find my place for a future 

professional career in the field of education. 

 

 

Emily Tanner 
Human Capital 
Current University: University of South Florida 

Favorite Things: I love music! I play piano and sing at my church and I make covers 

for my YouTube channel. I love exploring museums, finding new coffee drinks, 

and meeting new people.  I also really enjoy vintage fashion and thrifting. 

Favorite Subject: Statistics 

Program: The Washington Center 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am thrilled to be fully submerged in a 

new and exciting learning environment. I have a passion for children and I love helping others. I’ve also 

never lived away from home before, so this is a great opportunity for me to grow. 
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Eunice Kim 
Teaching and Learning 
Current University: University of Virginia 

Favorite Things: I like to cook Asian foods, walk/hike trails along water, read 

dystopian novels, swim in pools during the summer, and learn new 

languages. 

Favorite Subject: History 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? Working with other people that are also 

passionate about education excites me most. 

 

G 

Gil Naor 
Chief of Schools 

Current University: Cornell University 

Favorite Things: I like sports, hiking, wave- surfing, cooking, watching good TV 

shows and movies, reading poetry and philosophy. 

Favorite Subject: History 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am most 

excited about working in a community which I am not really familiar with, and with colleagues that are 

all highly devoted to education. 

 

 

Grace Finley 
Chief of Schools 
Current University: Connecticut College 

Favorite Things: In my free time, I am a cook (and avid eater), reader, dancer, 

photographer, and writer. 

Favorite Subject: Mathematics 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am excited to be involved on the ground 

floor of public education reform, meet people with aligned interests, broaden my knowledge base in the 

field, and develop skills that will help me to pursue similar endeavors in the future. 

 

 

 



11 
 

 

Grace Koh 
Specialized Instruction 
Current University: University of Chicago 

Favorite Things: Listening to all kinds of music and exploring new kinds of 

music (always up for suggestions), playing music (violin, primarily, but the 

ukulele for fun too), exploring new places (love trying new kinds of 

food/restaurants), currently working on learning how to use my DSLR, reading short stories (books too, 

but they're more of a commitment). 

Favorite Subject: English 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am more and more certain that working 

in education is what I want to be doing, and I'm so excited to be able to meet and learn from others who 

also feel the same way but have different perspectives and experiences from me. 

 

 

Grady Brown 

Chief of Schools 
Current University: University of Virginia 

Favorite Things: I like watching sports and spending time outside. As a Brown, 

I'm also bound by the three B's - baking, board games, and books. 

Favorite Subject: I really enjoyed 8th grade social studies. I had a phenomenal 

teacher that made learning fun every day and put up with my shenanigans.   

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I'm excited to work and share ideas with 

other folks who are passionate about education. 

 

H 

Hannah Drake 
Human Capital 
Current University: Kenyon College 

Favorite Things: I am on the varsity field hockey team at Kenyon. I also very much 

enjoy Netflix in bed! 

Favorite Subject: History 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am most excited about working with 

other people who are as passionate as me about education and education equality. 
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Hannah Mckiernan 
Deputy Chancellor for Operations 
Current University: College of William and Mary 

Favorite Things: I enjoy Distance Running, Alpha Phi Omega (service fraternity), 

Reading, and Hiking. 

Favorite Subject: English 

Program: William and Mary DC Summer Institute 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I can't wait to learn more about how a 

large, urban public school system operates from the inside. 

 

 

Harnam Arneja 
Teaching and Learning 
Current University: George Mason University 

Favorite Things: Some of my hobbies include cooking, hiking, fishing, lifting weights, 

and playing StarCraft (PC game). I also enjoy watching comic book films. 

Favorite Subject: Calculus 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am most excited to learn about the 

programs and projects which the nation’s capital's school district offers and to be able to participate in 

that experience. 

 

J 

Jacquie Lapple 
McKinley Technology High school 
Current University: Miami University 

Favorite Things: Outside of school, I love going to the movies, hanging out in our 

uptown area, going to restaurants, visiting places around the Ohio area, and hiking/running outside. 

Favorite Subject: English 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am beyond excited to meet new people, 

challenge myself, and explore the amazing city of DC that is so close to my home. 
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Jadeysa Lake 
Deputy Chancellor of Operations 
Current University: Bowie State University 

Favorite Things: My favorite thing to do outside of school/ work is to create jewelry, 

scrapbooking, going to the movies, and the mall. I also enjoy speaking Spanish. 

Favorite Subject: Spanish 

Program: The Washington Center 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? The thing that excites me the most about 

being an UELIP is learning more about advertising and meeting new people. 

 

 

Jasmyn Davis 
Teaching and Learning 
Current University: Colby College 

Favorite Things: I enjoy dancing, cooking, working with children, listening to music, 

and exploring new cities. 

Favorite Subject: French 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am excited to learn more about the 

administrative side of education and play a role in working in an urban school district. 

 

 

Jaureese Gaines 
Innovation and Research 
Current University: Pomona College 

Favorite Things: I believe in a healthy lifestyle, so I enjoy working out on a daily 

basis. I'm also very active so I enjoy playing pick-up basketball with friends. I also really enjoy reading up 

on politics to make sure I'm in the loop on the most update political issue. In order to stay stress-free, I 

usually like to play my Xbox One. 

Favorite Subject: World Studies 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? What excites me most about being a UELIP 

this summer is the hope that I can help provide students with the necessary means to achieve their goals 

and dreams through education. 
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Jesse Kannam 
Deputy Chancellor of Operations 
Current University: Connecticut College 

Favorite Things: I enjoy singing, listening to music, swimming, and traveling. 

Favorite Subject: History 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am excited to learn and grow as a 

student from my supervisor, and other staff and interns. 

 

 

John Barrios 
Innovation and Research 
Current University: Yale University 

Favorite Things: I enjoy camping, reading for fun, watching movies, travelling, and 

spending time with loved ones! 

Favorite Subject: History 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am excited about helping give young 

males of color the tools and opportunities to fulfill their wildest dreams. 

 

 

Johnathan Hill 
Innovation and Research 
Current University: Morehouse College 

Favorite Things: My favorite thing to do outside of school/work is to fellowship 

with my friends just catching up having intellectual debates about things as small 

as what was the best childhood television show, all the way up to which country 

is more economically stable. There's also my very big love for mentoring and giving back to my fellow 

Washingtonians. Lastly, I'd have to say that speaking in front of big crowds is like my ultimate hobby I 

love to do (wish I were already the U.S. Secretary of Education so I could do it more often). 

Favorite Subject: History 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? What excites me most about being a UELIP 

this summer is that I can call my old high school principal and mentor, David Pinder, my colleague of 

educational excellence in DC. 
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Jordan Tafari 
Specialized Instruction 
Current University: Morehouse College 

Favorite Things: My favorite hobbies and activities outside of school and work 

include playing sports, reading and hanging out with friends. 

Favorite Subject: English 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? What excites me the most about being a 

part of UELIP this summer is the opportunity to be in Washington, D.C. and being able to learn from 

different individuals who are also interested in the field of education. 

 

 

JT Flowers 
Chief of Schools 
Current University: Yale University 

Favorite Things: Writing poetry, producing music, playing basketball, missing my 

metro stop, and watching reruns of Fresh Prince. 

Favorite Subject: English 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I'm extremely excited to be thrown into 

the fire, and to work towards developing solutions that positively impact the lives and educational 

trajectories of the families within the district. 

 

 

K 

Kady Preston 
Teaching and Learning 
Current University: College of Charleston 

Favorite Things: I enjoy running, baking, working with children, biking, and 

exploring. 

Favorite Subject: I loved algebra in middle school. I loved the fact that there were specific formulas to 

find the answers. I always felt that there was a mystery to be solved when finding the variables. I also 

had a great teacher that listened to the students and made our class super fun. 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am thrilled to be able to network with the 

people that directly influence my life as a teacher. 
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Kaley Palanjian 
Human Capital 
Current University: Georgetown University 

Favorite Things: I like to dance, read, travel, and eat. 

Favorite Subject: History 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I'm excited to meet other young people 

who are passionate about urban education and creating change. 

 

 

Katie Soffer 
Specialized Instruction 
Current University: American University 

Favorite Things: I love discovering new music and going to concerts whenever I 

have the chance. Anything on the water –  I spent last summer in Maine sailing 

around to different islands, it was incredible! I also love art, I'm not very good at 

drawing or painting but I still find it fun. I've taken a few art history classes so I have a great appreciation 

for art and like to check out new art museums and galleries. 

Favorite Subject: History 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? After working for a DC Public School this 

past semester, I'm excited to be part of the UELIP program so that I can see how everything works behind 

the scenes and learn about the management and structure of an urban education system. 

 

 

Kayla Pierle 
Specialized Instruction 
Current University: Wake Forest University 

Favorite Things: In general I enjoy reading, doing arts and crafts, swimming, and 

I am also very active in my sorority. I do volunteer work at my campus' garden 

and food kitchen. One of my favorite things to do is my annual mission trip 

where I work on houses in rural Maine with my church. 

Favorite Subject: History 

Program: The Washington Center 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? What excites me most about UELIP is that 

it looks at the many diverse aspects of running a school district; specifically I enjoy analyzing the effects 

of policy implementation looking at how government policy is actually affecting teachers and students 

and trying to work to create the most effective school programming. 
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Kelly Branning 
Specialized Instruction 
Current University: Duke University 

Favorite Things: I love traveling, spinning, and volunteering with kids. 

Favorite Subject: History 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I'm excited to work 

on meaningful projects with a team who is passionate about making a difference in the lives of children. 

 

 

Kori Jernigan 
Teaching and Learning 
Current University: Spelman College 

Favorite Things: I love to read, sing, and enjoy the outdoors. 

Favorite Subject: English 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am excited about learning the different 

aspects of the education system so that I can make informed decisions about my career aspirations. 

 

 

Kyndale Lyles 
Specialized Instruction 
Current University: University of Maryland 

Favorite Things: I enjoy shopping, doing make up, mentoring, community 

service, and working with young girls to help them succeed. 

Favorite Subject: Reading 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? Building and networking with like-minded 

individuals. 
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L 

Laura Crouse 
Teaching and Learning 
Current University: George Washington University 

Favorite Things: I love playing soccer. 

Favorite Subject: English 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I'm really excited 

to have the experience to work in education. I know I’ll meet a diverse range of people with different 

expertise and I look forward to learning from them and taking these perspectives with me as I find my 

own career path. 

 

 

Laura Seidman 
Data and Strategy 
Current University: University of Michigan 

Favorite Things: I love to run, read, and I'm excited to explore D.C. 

Favorite Subject: Human Rights 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I'm excited to work 

alongside individuals who are so passionate about reforming public education. 

 

 

Lena Rothfarb 
Teaching and learning 
Current University: Georgetown University 

Favorite Things: I enjoy photography, hiking, and baking. 

Favorite Subject: Politics 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I spent last summer 

teaching summer school at a DC public school, and so I'm very excited to continue my engagement with 

the DCPS community, but from a different perspective! 
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Lena Parker 
Data and Strategy 
Current University: Davidson College 

Favorite Things: I enjoy playing ultimate Frisbee, painting, camping, and tutoring 

children. 

Favorite Subject: Geometry 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? Access to a quality education for all 

children is something I am very passionate about, and learning more about our nation's capitol's school 

system is hopefully one way I can contribute towards this passion/goal. 

 

 

Liana Gerecht 
Teaching and Learning 
Current University: Brandeis University 

Favorite Things: I am on the Brandeis cheerleading team and volunteer as a tutor. In 

my free time I like to read, watch TV, discover new places/restaurants, and be 

outdoors (weather permitting). 

Favorite Subject: Writing 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am excited to learn more about the 

workings of an urban education system and to work hard in order to make a difference in the district. 

 

 

Lucas Judson 
Teaching and Learning 
Current University: St. Olaf College 

Favorite Things: I like to sing, roller blade, and eat large quantities of food. 

Favorite Subject: Choir 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am most excited to work in a team of 

like-minded individuals that are equally as passionate about education equity as I am. 
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M 

Madeline Houck 
Chief of Schools 
Current University: University of Virginia 

Favorite Things: I like to watch TV/movies, travel, hike, read, visit museums, yoga, 

go to concerts, keep up with sports, and do DIY projects. 

Favorite Subject: History 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? The opportunity to incite real change and 

craft policies that have a positive impact on thousands of students. 

 

 

Madeline Isaacs 

Human Capital 
Current University: American University 

Favorite Things: I love to get involved with music by going to concerts and being part 

of a warm and friendly community. I love speaking French and make sure I am 

involved with other people who speak French. I love working with children and seeing smiles on their 

faces when I help them. 

Favorite Subject: French 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am excited to be advocating and 

improving education in DC Public Schools in order for children to receive a higher education in order to 

achieve and succeed later in their lives. 

 

 

Marissa Charlemagne 
Human Capital 
Current University: Goucher College 

Favorite Things: I enjoy running, reading, and art. 

Favorite Subject: English 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am most excited to make a difference in 

the lives of young people in DC. 
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Mayura Iyer 
Human Capital 
Current University: University of Virginia 

Favorite Things: I like to write, watch Gilmore Girls, Parks and Rec, 30 Rock, sing, 

dance, play piano, and EAT CHEESE. 

Favorite Subject: Literature 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I'm thrilled to return to DCPS and be a 

UELIP again this summer because being a UELIP two years ago was the best internship experience of my 

life, and I'm so excited to work with such fantastic and passionate people at DCPS again. 

 

 

Molly Howell 
Planning and Post-Secondary Readiness 
Current University: University of Notre Dame 

Favorite Things:  I love reading, travel, yoga, cooking, and water sports. 

Favorite Subject: Mathematics 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am very excited to learn more about the 

reforms the DC Public School system is pursuing regarding public education in the US and to work 

alongside the passionate and innovative individuals involved in public education today. 

 

 

Molly Timmins 
Human Capital 
Current University: University of Maryland 

Favorite Things:  I love to go hiking. My friends and I have been to Great Falls on 

both the Maryland and the Virginia sides of the Potomac River, to the 

Shenandoah Valley for a weekend backpacking trip, and to a portion of the 

Appalachian Trail in Maryland and West Virginia for a three day backpacking trip. 

Additionally, I paint with oil paints, I love to read, and I love to explore and travel!! 

Favorite Subject: History 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am excited to work with peers interested 

in education to develop unique projects to aid the DCPS and with professionals who can serve as 

mentors. 
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P 

Paul Zhaug 
Current University: Cornell University 

Favorite Things: I enjoy watching TV and movies, reading comic books, doing 

outdoor activities, playing my trumpet, and playing video games. 

 Favorite Subject: History 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am excited to be a part of the education 

process and see how I can impact the community. 

 

 

Q 

Qianjing Wang 
Teaching and Learning 
Current University: University of Maryland 

Favorite Things:  I love reading, singing, dancing, and playing tennis. 

Favorite Subject: History 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am looking forward 

to chance of working with UELIP program members and will try my best to make an 

impact on education transformation. 

 

R 

Rachel Dias 
Planning and Post-Secondary Readiness 
Current University: Columbia University 

Favorite Things:  I love cooking new dishes, running, swimming and being outside in 

general! 

Favorite Subject: Mathematics 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am excited to learn from my colleagues 

and work on a meaningful, challenging project. 
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S 

Shelby Ware 
Deputy Chancellor for Operations 
Current University: University of Virginia 

Favorite Things:  I love playing beach volleyball, attending professional sports games 

(Nats), and seeing as many concerts and movies as possible. Always enjoy trying new 

foods as well. 

Favorite Subject: Science 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am most excited to gain professional 

exposure to the individuals and the procedures involved in a city-wide successful educational 

transformation. 

 

 

Simona Byler 

Chief of Schools 
Current University: University of Virginia 

Favorite Things:  I love to do yoga, hike, rock climb, eat food and drink wine 

with friends. 

Favorite Subject: History 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am most excited about gaining relevant 

and hands-on experience with education policy, research, and analysis. 

 

 

Simone Sears-Lyken 
Human Capital 
Current University: Spelman College 

Favorite Things:  I enjoy reading non-fiction books, watching movies, 

listening to music, and traveling. 

Favorite Subject: Writing 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I'm excited 

to learn more about the ways in which this district operates on a day-to-day basis, as well as making 

connections with everyone at the office. 
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Stephanie Reid 
Teaching and Learning 
Current University: Howard University 

Favorite Things: I enjoy reading and being with family and friends. 

Favorite Subject: English 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I'm excited for 

the opportunity to improve the quality of education offered in DCPS. 

 

 

 

Stephanie Webb 
Office of Planning and Post-Secondary Readiness 
Current University: Stanford University 

Favorite Things: I love to listen and play music, be physically active, cook and 

eat healthy, watch dramatic TV shows, laugh at funny videos, go swimming, and 

lay in the sun. 

Favorite Subject: Music 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am excited to gain valuable career 

experience in a high-impact and motived educational atmosphere, as well as getting exposed to the 

practical applications of my graduate academic interests in curriculum development, educational policy, 

and early childhood education. 

 

 

 

Sushmita Gelda 
Office of Planning and Post-Secondary Readiness 
Current University: University of Buffalo 

Favorite Things: I enjoy spending time outdoors, reading, writing, playing card 

games, and reading anything and everything by David Brooks. 

Favorite Subject: English 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am excited to meet other interns and 

share my ideas on improving issues in urban education. 
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T 

T.A. Nguyen 
Office of the Deputy Chancellor for Operations 
Current University: College of William and Mary. 

Favorite Things: Reading positive psych blogs, spending time with family and friends, 

writing in my journal, and dance when no one’s watching! 

Favorite Subject: Mathematics. 

Program: William and Mary DC Summer Institute 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I'm excited to learn about urban education 

and work with passionate people! 

 

 

 

Tara Gordon 
Human Capital 
Current University: Brandeis University 

Favorite Things: I love to run, to read, to watch movies, to hang with my 

friends, to learn about Judaism, to search for an imaginary apartment in DC, to 

find the perfect imaginary dog to adopt. 

Favorite Subject: History 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am excited to have another opportunity 

to work in the education field and to be in DC, my favorite city. 

 

 

 

 

Tia Watkins 
Human Capital 
Current University: Stanford University 

Favorite Things: I love hiking, rugby, and cooking. 

Favorite Subject: Science 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? Being able to take 

the theoretical knowledge on schools and education I have learned in college and see it applied in a real 

setting. 
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Tiffany Jordan 
Family and Public Engagement 
Current University: Cornell University 

Favorite Things: I like to work out (while watching Netflix) and make pottery. 

Favorite Subject: History 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am excited 

about helping to improve the lives of children in DC through education. 

 

 

Trevor Byrne 
Office of Planning and Post-Secondary Readiness 
Current University: Harvard University 

Favorite Things: I enjoy singing a cappella, tutoring kids through an afterschool 

program, watching movies, and reading. 

Favorite Subject: History 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I'm really looking forward to see the inner 

workings of a school system, and also just being in a new city I get to explore for the first time. 

 

 

 

Tytianna Johnson 
Chief of Schools 
Current University: Spelman College 

Favorite Things: Being artistic (Drawing, painting, crocheting, dancing, etc.), 

enjoying nature, spending time with family and friends, and shopping. 

Favorite Subject: Mathematics 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? Being able to initiate change in order to 

help develop future student leaders of the next generation excites me about being in the UELIP this 

summer. 
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W 

Weston Young 
Chief of Schools 
Current University: Syracuse University 

Favorite Things: While I am not in class, I enjoy tutoring students in the 

Syracuse City School District in the area of ELA. I enjoy babysitting my nephews 

during school breaks, jogging, and reading. 

Favorite Subject: English 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am most excited to learn more about 

education policy issues at the district level. 

 

 

X 

Xinni Wen 
Chief of Schools 
Current University: George Washington University 

Favorite Things: I enjoy jogging, hiking, watching movies, traveling etc. 

Favorite Subject: English 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? It is where my 

passion is and perfectly aligned with my current major. BTW, the process of applying for the UELIP 

internship program refreshed and inspired me a lot. 

 

 

Y 

Yein Ha 
Data and Strategy 
Current University: James Madison University 

Favorite Things: I love to travel to places I've never been to and meet new people; 

and connecting with my friends or reading a book at my favorite reading spots. 

Favorite Subject: Government 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am dying to meet and work with people 

who share the same interest/passion as I do! 
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Yemi Adewuyi 
Teaching and Learning 
Current University: Duke University 

Favorite Things: I enjoy slam poetry, exercise, reading, and making music. 

Favorite Subject: History 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? I am excited to 

work alongside passionate, talented peers and mentors who are dedicated to urban education reform. 

 

 

 

Yvette Deane 
Chief of Schools 
Current University: Macaulay University 

Favorite Things: I enjoy graphic design, tennis, reading, and watching Netflix. 

Favorite Subject: History 

What excites you the most about being a UELIP this summer? Being able to intern 

in a place where my work will have a real impact on the future.  


